
C A U C U S  L E A D E R S H I P

U.S. SENATOR 
COONS JOINS 
BIPARTISAN 
INTERNATIONAL 
CONSERVATION 
CAUCUS 
LEADERSHIP
The InTernaTIonal 
ConservaTIon CauCus 
has announCed ITs 
bIparTIsan leadershIp 
for The 117Th 
Congress.

The International Conservation Caucus Foundation would like 

to welcome Senator Chris Coons (D-DE) to the leadership 
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of the ICC and looks forward 

to working with him towards 

advancing U.S. leadership in 

international conservation.

senaTor Coons joIns senaTor 
rIChard burr (r-nC), senaTor 
rob porTman (r-oh), and 
senaTor sheldon WhITehouse 
(d-rI) as Co-ChaIr of The senaTe 
InTernaTIonal ConservaTIon 
CauCus. Co-ChaIrs of The house 
InTernaTIonal ConservaTIon 
CauCus InClude represenTaTIve 
henry Cuellar (d-TX), 
represenTaTIve jeff forTenberry 
(r-ne), represenTaTIve davId joyCe 
(r-oh), and represenTaTIve beTTy 
mCCollum (d-mn).

Senator Coons serves on the Senate 

Appropriations, Foreign Relations, Judiciary, 

Small Business and Entrepreneurship, and Ethics 

committees. He serves on the Senate Foreign 

Affairs Subcommittee on Africa and Global 

Health Policy and has long had a connection to 

conservation, especially in sub-Saharan Africa. In 

college, he studied at the University of Nairobi 

and returned to the continent several years 

later to work with the South African Council of 

Churches in the anti-apartheid movement. He’s 

returned on numerous occasions in an official 

capacity to strengthen ties between the United 

States and the nations of Africa and to promote 

conservation and environmental stewardship. 

A leading advocate for conservation in the 

Senate, Senator Coons is also a founding co-

chair of the bipartisan Senate Climate Solutions 

Caucus and an active member of the Senate 

Oceans Caucus. He was a co-author of the 2016 

Eliminate, Neutralize, and Disrupt (END) Wildlife 

Trafficking Act and the 2019 Maritime Security 

and Fisheries Enforcement (SAFE) Act.

           I am honored To joIn senaTors burr, 
porTman, and WhITehouse as a Co-ChaIr of 
The senaTe InTernaTIonal ConservaTIon 
CauCus, and graTeful for TheIr and senaTor 
udall’s leadershIp In proTeCTIng our naTural 
resourCes aT home and abroad. I look forWard 
To WorkIng WITh These Colleagues and The 
InTernaTIonal ConservaTIon CauCus foundaTIon 
To ConTInue advanCIng u.s. leadershIp on a 
range of ConservaTIon Issues, from endIng 
Illegal WIldlIfe Trade To resTorIng and 
proTeCTIng CrITICal habITaTs."

-- senaTor ChrIs Coons (d-de)

The InTernaTIonal ConservaTIon 
CauCus foundaTIon Would lIke To 
Thank ouTgoIng Co-ChaIr senaTor 

Tom udall (d-nm), a foundIng Co-
ChaIr of The house CauCus, for 
hIs leadershIp In Congress and 

hIs lIfelong CommITmenT To The 
sTeWardshIp of naTure.
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O C E A N  L E G I S L A T I O N

OCEANS CAUCUS 
LEADERSHIP ON U.S. 
OCEAN LEGISLATION
this Congress, the oCeans CauCus Co-Chairs and MeMbers 
introduCed iMportant pieCes of legislation that will 
iMprove our understanding and ManageMent of the Marine 
environMent.  

Senators Lisa Murkwoski (R-AK) 

and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) 

re-introduced the Bolstering Long-

Term Understanding and Exploration 

of the Great Lakes, Oceans, Bays, 

and Estuaries Act, or BLUE GLOBE 

Act, in early February to accelerate 

technology innovation, plan for a 

stronger maritime workforce, and 

develop a better understanding of the 

Blue Economy.

         smarT InvesTmenTs In oCean researCh and TeChnology WIll 
help shape a beTTer undersTandIng of The seas and CoasTs, 
and lay a foundaTIon for more groWTh and job CreaTIon In The 
promIsIng blue eConomy seCTor.” 

-- senaTor WhITehouse (d-rI)

         by advanCIng daTa ColleCTIon, We WIll be able To brIng TogeTher eConomIC 
developmenT and groWTh, supporTIng responsIble sTeWardshIp 
of amerICa’s oCeans, bays, greaT lakes, and esTuarIes. for 
alaska, ThIs Type of InvesTmenT Would InCrease opporTunITIes 
for advanCemenT aCross a number of IndusTrIes—fIshIng, 
TourIsm, naTIonal seCurITy, and more. an InvesTmenT In amerICa’s 
blue eConomy Is an InvesTmenT In The fuTure of alaska,” saId 
murkoWskI.
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above: house represenTaTIve suZanne bonamICI speaks on CapITol hIll aT an ICCf 
evenT on oCeans ConservaTIon

The blue globe aCT Would:

•  DIRECT EXISTING FEDERAL OCEAN-FOCUSED IN T ERAGEN CY COMMIT T EES TO 
IMPROVE DOMESTIC AND INTERNATION A L COORDIN AT ION  A N D EN HA N C E DATA 
MANAGEMENT AND ACCESSIBILITY.

•  ACCELERATE OCEAN DATA AND MONITO RIN G IN N OVAT ION  BY GIV IN G N OAA 
COOPERATIVE INSTITUTES A  STRONGER FOCUS ON  T EC HN OLOGY A DVA N C EMEN T. 

•  CREATE A  NEW OCEAN INNOVATION PR IZE.

•  TASK THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIE N C ES W IT H A SSESSIN G T HE P OT EN T IA L 
FOR AN ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECT  AGEN CY– OC EA N S (A RPA -O). 

•  ADD INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY COMPO N EN TS TO T HE 2020 N DAA’S  MA RIT IME 
SAFE ACT TO BETTER ADDRESS ILLEGAL,  UN REP ORT ED,  A N D UN REGUL AT ED 
( IUU)  FISHING.  THIS MEASURE FOLLOWS ON  SUCC ESSF UL WORK  OF  T HE OC EA N S 
CAUCUS TO SUPPORT THE PASSAGE OF FOUR IN T ERN AT ION A L AGREEMEN TS 
AIMED AT COMBATING IUU FISHING AN D T HE REL AT ED EN A BLIN G LEGISL AT ION .

•  REAUTHORIZE A  NUMBER OF NOAA’S HYDROGRA P HIC  ACT IV IT IES.

•  DIRECT HEADS OF RELEVANT FEDERAL AGEN C IES TO MORE ACCURAT ELY MEA SURE 
THE VALUE OF THE BLUE ECONOMY. 

•  CALL FOR THE NATIONAL ACADEMIES OF  SC IEN C E TO CON DUCT  A  ST UDY ON  T HE 
OCEANIC SCIENTIFIC  WORKFORCE.

senaTors roger WICker (r-ms) and marIa CanTWell (d-Wa) along WITh senaTors 
sheldon WhITehouse (d-rI), lIsa murkoWskI (r-ak), and brIan sChaTZ (d-hI) 
reInTroduCed  The naTIonal oCean eXploraTIon aCT on february 24Th.

The legislation authorizes the National 

Ocean Mapping, Exploration, and 

Characterization Council, updates 

national priorities for ocean mapping, 

exploration, and characterization, and 

directs the Council to coordinate and 

facilitate activities across federal and 

non-federal entities to advance those 

priorities.

        WITh alaska’s vasT CoasTlIne and our ChangIng ClImaTe, The 
responsIble eXploraTIon, sTeWardshIp, and developmenT of 
our naTIon’s oCeans Is as ImporTanT as ever,” saId murkoWskI. 
“There’s sTIll so muCh To learn abouT The oCeans,” saId 
WhITehouse. “rhode Island’s blue eConomy sTands To benefIT 
from more and beTTer oCean mappIng, and an Improved 
undersTandIng of our mosT ImporTanT naTural resourCe.”

The naTIonal oCean eXploraTIon aCT Would:

•  AU THORIZE AND IM PROVE THE NATIONAL OCEAN M APPING , 
EXPLORATION,  AND CHARACTERIZATION COU NCIL.

•  REAU THORIZE THE NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATM OS PHERIC 
ADM INISTRATION’S  EXISTING  OCEAN EXPLORATION,  OCEAN 
AND COASTAL M APPING ,  AND HYDROG RAPHIC S ER VICES 
PROG RAM S  FROM  FIS CAL YEARS  2021 TO 2030.
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•  ESTABLISH A  SYSTEM TO ENHANCE THE P UBLIC  ACC ESSIBILITY  OF  OC EA N -
REL ATED NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT  DOCUMEN TS A N D T HE GEO-
REFERENCED DATA INCLUDED IN THEM .

Oceans Caucus Co-Chairs 

Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici 

(D-OR) and Congressman Don Young 

(R-AK) reintroduced the Coastal 

and Ocean Acidification and Threats 

(COAST) Research Act on March 1st, 

which will help coastal communities 

adapt to the climate crisis by expanding 

scientific research, monitoring, and 

adaptation of ocean and coastal 

acidification. 

        The healTh of our oCean refleCTs The healTh of our planeT, and for Too long 
The oCean has been TakIng The heaT for us,” saId CongressWoman suZanne bonamICI. 
“by absorbIng Carbon dIoXIde, our oCean and esTuarIes beCome more aCIdIC, 
desTabIlIZIng fIsherIes and ThreaTenIng CoasTal CommunITIes and eCosysTems. 
sCIenTIsTs predICT These evenTs WIll beCome more severe and more Common on The 
paCIfIC CoasT, buT my CoasT researCh aCT WIll eXpand The sCIenTIfIC researCh and 
monITorIng To help CommunITIes adapT and mITIgaTe The WorsT effeCTs.”

The CoasT researCh aCT WIll:

•  STRENGTHEN INVESTMENTS IN OCEAN  AC IDIF IC AT ION  A N D COA STA L 
ACIDIFICATION RESEARCH AND MONITOR IN  T HE CON T EXT  OF  OT HER 
ENVIRONMENTAL STRESSORS.

•  RECOGNIZE THE EFFECTS OF OCEAN AC IDIF IC AT ION  ON  EST UA RIES A N D 
INTEG RATE RESEARCH,  MONITORING,  A N D A DA PTAT ION  ST RAT EGIES FOR 
COASTAL ACIDIFICATION. 

•  INCREASE OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE SOC IOECON OMIC  EF F ECTS OF  OC EA N 
ACIDIFICATION AND COASTAL ACIDIFIC AT ION . 

•  ESTABLISH AN ADVISORY BOARD TO INC REA SE COORDIN AT ION  A MON G 
STAKEHOLDERS. 

•  DESIGNATE NOAA AS THE LEAD FEDERAL AGEN CY RESP ON SIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTING THE FEDERAL RESPON SE TO OC EA N  AC IDIF IC AT ION  A N D COA STA L 
ACIDIFICATION. 

•  CREATE DATA PROCESSING,  STORAGE,  A N D A RC HIV E SYST EMS TO P ROV IDE FOR 
THE LONG-TERM STEWARDSHIP AND STA N DA RDIZAT ION  OF  OC EA N  AC IDIF IC AT ION 
DATA.

C A R B O N  S T O R A G E

NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS FOR CARBON 
STORAGE: THE ICCF GROUP HOSTS FIRST U.S. 
CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING TO SENATE CLIMATE 
SOLUTIONS CAUCUS LEADERSHIP
the first of the new iCCf “energies & forests” prograM, to 
provide support to the leadership of the senate CliMate 
solutions CauCus 

The InITIaTIve WIll brIng TogeTher eXperTs In ThIs fIeld To eduCaTe members of 
Congress and TheIr sTaff on balanCed, bIparTIsan polICy soluTIons ThaT are pro-
developmenT, pro-busIness, and pro-envIronmenT.

Kicking off the discussion with 

pre-recorded keynote remarks were 

founders and Co-Chairs of the Senate 

Climate Solutions Caucus, Senators 

Chris Coons (D-DE) and Mike Braun 

(R-IN). Each highlighted the growing 

bipartisan interest on Capitol Hill 

for pursuing nature-based solutions 

for carbon storage. Following 

their remarks, Congressman Bruce 

Westerman (R-IN), Ranking Member 

of the House Committee on Natural 

Resources, spoke about his efforts 

in the U.S. House of Representatives 

to advance the use of trees to store 

carbon from the atmosphere.

parTICIpaTIng In a panel dIsCussIon ThaT folloWed Were avIva glaser of The naTIonal 
WIldlIfe federaTIon, aleX rudee of The World resourCes InsTITuTe, and Charles 
hernICk of CITIZens for responsIble energy soluTIons.

ICCF’s Carolyn Weis Fitzpatrick 

moderated the discussion. The 

panelists covered a range of related 

topics including the use of grasslands 

and forests as natural carbon sinks and 

challenges and opportunities facing 

federal policymakers in increasing 

the use of natural carbon capture 

technologies. The speakers agreed 

that intentional increases in using 

natural carbon solutions must be done 

in an ecologically 

appropriate manner.
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HOW IMPORTANT IS 
OCEAN TECHNOLOGY 
AND INNOVATION TO 
THE U.S.?

O P - E D  B Y  J O H A N  B E R G E N A S  A N D  C A R O L Y N  W E I S

The eConomIC Case for InvesTIng In The oCean 

oCean sCIenCe holds The soluTIons To many global Issues - from 
undIsCovered medICInal TherapIes To healThIer fIsh sToCks, 
CoasTal resIlIenCe, Improved foreCasTIng, and ClImaTe regulaTIon 
- ThaT ImpaCT The food, eConomIC, and naTIonal seCurITy of so many naTIons, 
InCludIng The u.s.

Investing in ocean technology should 

be a no-brainer. In the U.S., the ocean 

economy was growing faster than 

the overall national economy prior 

to the pandemic. Globally, the ocean 

economy measures between $3 trillion 

and $6 trillion and is on the rise. The 

ocean also supports basic human 

needs like food, water, energy, and 

commerce, which are extraordinarily 

unlikely to go out of vogue, making 

ocean investments very sustainable.

InvesTIng In The proTeCTIon and groWTh of mangroves, seaWeed, and oTher oCean-
relaTed naTure-based soluTIons promIses To Transform The oCean InTo a global 
soluTIons engIne.

Shovel-ready coastal resilience 

projects are a highly effective way 

to absorb excess carbon from the 

atmosphere, which can help lessen the 

U.S.’ carbon footprint while providing 

storm protection for the 40 percent of 

Americans who live near the coastline. 

Betting on ocean exploration is 

another opportunity. We have barely 

scratched the surface of ocean 

exploration – more than 80 percent 

of the ocean is 

unmapped and 

unobserved, and 

the potential for 

amazing discoveries 
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that will improve our food, medicine, 

and energy systems represent 

opportunities too great to miss out on.

bIparTIsan u.s. CongressIonal momenTum

Unlike many issues in Congress, 

maintaining the health and security of 

the ocean is a bipartisan proposition, 

and Congressional leaders have, in 

recent years, passed legislation on 

ocean data and innovation, ocean 

transparency, ocean pollution, and 

the dire health of the ocean as a U.S. 

national security challenge. Examples 

of such laws include Blue GLOBE Act, 

Digital Coast Act (passed), Save Our 

Seas 2.0 (passed), Maritime SAFE 

Act (passed), IOOS Reauthorization 

(passed), and the National Ocean 

Exploration Act (re-introduced in the 

117th Congress).

momenTum around oCean preservaTIon and developmenT doesn’T sTop aT The 
legIslaTIve branCh.

At the other end of Pennsylvania 

Avenue – and throughout the federal 

government – you will find heightened 

interest in our oceans. The previous 

Administration’s Office of Science 

and Technology Policy, in partnership 

with other ocean agencies, such as 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration, invested in public/

private-sector ocean partnerships. A 

strategy and implementation plan to 

map, explore, and characterize the 

exclusive economic zone of the United 

States was also created.

In oTher Words, The 117Th Congress and The bIden admInIsTraTIon have a loT To 
buIld upon, and The oCean TeChnology seCTor Is rIpe for InvesTmenTs ThaT InClude 
offshore reneWable poWer generaTIon, susTaInable fIshIng, oCean eXploraTIon, 
aQuaCulTure, and effICIenT marITIme TransporTaTIon.

A major problem as we begin this 

critical decade is that we do not have 

a vibrant, broad-based, and well-

financed private ocean technology 

sector ready to reap rewards that the 

ocean economy promises. Despite the 

clear potential of ocean technology, 

venture capital and private equity have 

so far deemed it too risky to invest in 

the sector at scale. Customer profiles 

and segmentations need to be refined, 

business models solidified, proof of 

concepts executed, go-to-market 

strategies tightened up, and success 

stories achieved.

Similarly, philanthropic ocean 

investments are also lagging behind. 

The ocean received less than one 

percent of all charitable funding since 

2009 and remains among the least 

funded of all the U.N. Sustainable 

Development Goals. However, as of 

late, some major actors have stepped 

into the arena. Jeff Bezos recently 

invested $100 million in WWF to 

boost innovations in seaweed farming 

and other ocean technologies, and 

Elon Musk announced earlier this year 

a $100 million XPRIZE for carbon 

dioxide removal, which obviously 

encompasses the ocean, a massive 

carbon sink.

But philanthropy alone cannot carry 

all the water; the U.S. government 

must step up as well, and it can do 

so by bolstering the bipartisan policy 

developments already underway that 

align with the U.N. Decade objectives. 

Among the top priorities are financial 

resources for technology solutions to 

help implement many of the current 

and upcoming ocean bills.

The hype around “deCade of oCean sCIenCe”... WhaT Is IT?

The United Nations has established 

the next ten years as the Decade of 

Ocean Science, heralding an era of 

increased focus on ocean science and 

technology to help reverse the decline 

in ocean health that is threatening 

sustainable development around the 

globe. The U.N.’s focus areas and 

recent U.S. bipartisan Congressional 

legislation are well aligned. As such, 

the U.N. Decade is a great opportunity 

to achieve U.S. national ocean 

priorities, build back better following 

the economic crises caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and demonstrate 

U.S. ocean global 

leadership. 

However, because 

current levels 

of private and 
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philanthropic investments will not 

suffice to build a broader, better, and 

more vibrant U.S. ocean technology 

base, the U.S. government needs to 

financially back those innovators 

that believe that ocean technology 

opportunities are bottomless, which is 

ocean talk for “the sky's the limit.”

u.n. deCade of oCean sCIenCe: The sCIenCe We need for The oCean We WanT

In 2017, the U.N. declared 2021 

- 2030 the U.N. Decade of Ocean 

Science in order to create a new 

foundation across the science-

policy interface to strengthen the 

management of our oceans. It aims 

to harness, stimulate, and coordinate 

ocean research at a global level in 

order to transform the current state of 

ocean management.

The u.n. deCade of oCean sCIenCe aIms To aChIeve The 
folloWIng ouTComes:

•  A CLEAN OCEAN WHERE SOURCES OF POLLUT ION  A RE IDEN T IF IED A N D REMOV ED

•  A HEALTHY AND RESILIENT OCEAN WHE RE MA RIN E ECOSYST EMS A RE MA PPED A N D 

PROTECTED

•  A PREDICTED OCEAN WHERE SOCIETY HA S T HE C A PAC ITY TO UN DERSTA N D 

CURRENT AND FUTURE OCEAN CONDITION S

•  A SAFE OCEAN WHERE PEOPLE ARE PROT ECT ED F ROM OC EA N  HAZA RDS

•  A SUSTAINABLY HAR VESTED AND PRODUCT IV E OC EA N  EN SURIN G T HE PROV ISION 

OF FOOD SUPPLY

•  A TRANSPARENT OCEAN WITH OPEN ACC ESS TO DATA ,  IN FORMAT ION ,  A N D 

TECHNOLOGIES

•  AN INSPIRING AND ENGAGING OCEAN WHERE SOC IETY UN DERSTA N DS A N D 

VALUES THE OCEAN.

The suCCess of The oCean deCade heavIly relIes on The parTICIpaTIon and 
CollaboraTIon of mulTIple sTakeholders suCh as sCIenTIsTs, polICy-makers, CIvIl 

soCIeTy, funders, and The prIvaTe seCTor.

The ImporTanCe of u.s. leadershIp globally

The U.S. must address the link 

between ocean health and ocean 

security most prominently manifested 

by the increasing competition between 

great powers over ocean riches. 

The depletion of strategic natural 

resources such as seafood and rare 

earth minerals – on which billions of 

people depend for food and economic 

production, respectively – will 

undoubtedly become a major source 

of conflict. The U.S.’ greatest peer 

competitor, China, has been preparing 

for this geopolitical shift for decades, 

developing legal, economic, military, 

and political strategies to access, 

lay claim to, protect, and dominate 

the global supply of strategic ocean 

resources.

Beijing is currently deploying these 

strategies successfully, from the 

South China Sea to the Arctic and 

the Pacific, as well as Latin America, 

Africa, Europe, and the high seas. The 

result is a stronger and more resilient 

China that can more easily project 

global power and influence – including 

supremacy over global transportation 

and food systems. In short, the 

next generation of natural resource 

competition – likely to revolve around 

oceans – will increasingly define 

geopolitical dynamics and directly 

impact the safety and security of the 

American people, our friends and 

allies, and the United States’ global 

status.

Ever since the rise of the United 

States as a global hegemon, our ability 

to leverage American technology 

and innovation has contributed 

significantly to our economy, 

national security, and environmental 

stewardship. As the next frontier, the 

U.S. should prioritize the ocean, and 

we should move quickly to boost our 

ocean technology investments in order 

to maximize the impact of recent U.S. 

policies. A billion-dollar commitment 

to applied U.S. ocean technology 

and innovation in the first two years 

of the U.N. Decade is reasonable 

and overdue. This will demonstrate 

American ocean leadership and usher 

in a market-driven technology sector 

that will fuel the next generation 

of the American economy, further 

national security, and combat the most 

challenging environmental issues of 

our time.
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N U C L E A R  E N E R G Y

HOW NUCLEAR 
ENERGY INNOVATION 
CAN HELP REDUCE 
GLOBAL CARBON 
EMISSIONS
the iCCf group Convened a virtual u.s. Congressional 
briefing on nuClear energy innovation foCused on nuClear 
energy’s role in reduCing global Carbon eMissions. 

Part of ICCF's "Energies and Forests" 

initiative, this was the latest in a 

series aimed at educating a Capitol 

Hill audience on important bipartisan 

policy solutions that protect the 

environment.

The briefing featured remarks from 

leaders of ICCF-supported caucuses. 

Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) 

is Co-Chair of both the International 

Conservation Caucus and the 

Oceans Caucus in the U.S. Senate. 

Representative Don Young (R-AK) is 

Co-Chair of the Oceans Caucus in the 

U.S. House of Representatives.

senaTor sheldon WhITehouse (d-rI) provIded remarks aT The sTarT of The dIsCussIon. 
   We CannoT overlook nuClear energy as an elemenT In our plan To defeaT ClImaTe 

Change, " he saId. "nuClear InnovaTIon sTands To be a Way for us To address boTh of 
Those urgenT problems and agaIn IT has a sTrong bIparTIsan foundaTIon."

LEFT: senaTor sheldon WhITehouse (d-rI) and  represenTaTIve don young (r-ak)
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        people Try sayIng no To nuClear, and I'm sayIng yes. We 
have To have boTh. (...) We have To have fossIl fuels, We have 
To have reneWable, buT We have To have nuClear poWer, 
beCause IT’s The CheapesT and CleanesT of all."

-- Congressman don young (r-ak) (rIghT)

rep. john CurTIs (r-uT) also shared hIs perspeCTIve: "IT seems lIke every eXeCuTIve, 
WheTher They represenT oIl or energy, WIll say ‘hey We're goIng To be Carbon 
neuTral by 2050,’ I’m even hearIng by 2030, and Then They alWays folloW ThaT up WITh 
TWo ThIngs and ThaT Is ‘I Can only do ThaT WITh nuClear,’ and ‘I Can'T fully geT There 
WIThouT InnovaTIon ThaT does noT CurrenTly eXIsT. ’We jusT need To embraCe The 
faCT ThaT If These goals are realIsTIC, We WanT To be Carbon neuTral by 2050, and I 
aCTually ThInk a beTTer goal Is reduCIng WorldWIde Carbon, ThaT's more ImporTanT 
To me. We Can'T geT There WIThouT nuClear."

A robust panel discussion followed the 

members' remarks, with participant 

expertise spanning government 

and industry. Joining the discussion 

were: Jeremy Harrell, Managing 

Director – Policy, ClearPath; Jennifer 

Gordon, PhD, Managing Editor and 

Senior Fellow, Atlantic Council 

Global Energy Center; Wells Griffith, 

former Managing Director and Senior 

Advisor to the CEO for Energy, U.S. 

Development Finance Corporation; 

and Aaron Weston, nuclear energy 

expert, Idaho National Laboratory 

(INL). ICCF's Christine Harbin 

moderated the conversation and posed 

questions received from Congressional 

offices.

The panelists discussed the number 

of milestones that the nuclear energy 

industry has recently achieved, 

the geopolitical importance of U.S. 

leadership in nuclear power, and 

demand for clean nuclear energy 

through advanced technologies in 

the coming years. They also talked 

about the bipartisan support of the 

nuclear sector, while acknowledging 

the challenges nuclear faces in terms 

of financing. The group agreed that 

the U.S. should maintain its leadership 

in this important sector of the energy 

industry, while encouraging an all-

of-the-above approach to achieving 

emissions reductions and increasing 

energy security.
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B U S I N E S S  L E A D E R S H I P

RESCUING WILDLIFE 
FROM COAST TO 
COAST
the young sea lion plaintively bleats. the ridges of its spine 
and ribs Clearly visible, the aniMal barely had the strength 
to lift its head. 

Wedged between boulders on a rocky 

beach he was very easy to scoop into 

the net and walk over to the rescue 

truck. It’s an all too familiar sight to 

Jody Westberg, the leader of SeaWorld 

San Diego’s Rescue Team. “When a 

wild animal does not have the strength 

to flee as you approach, you know that 

animal is in bad shape,” Jody said. “As 

marine mammal rescue professionals, 

we have the permits, equipment and 

knowledge to know when to intervene 

and rescue the animal, bring it back to 

our hospital, assess its condition, and 

provide the necessary veterinary care.” 

SeaWorld San Diego’s Rescue Center 

is one of the largest in California and 

responds to calls from the US-Mexico 

border, north to Orange County, 

CA. “We have about 100 miles of 

coastline in our response area and 

it can get very busy,” Jody says. In 

2016, during what was determined 

by NOAA Fisheries Marine Mammal 

Health and Stranding Response 

Program to be an Unusual Mortality 

Event (UME), the park rescued more 

than 1,000 pinnipeds – seals and sea 

lions - from local beaches. Dehydrated 

and emaciated, most of the animals 

needed four- to six-weeks of care and 

treatment before they were healthy 

enough to be returned to the wild. 

“Returning the animals is the goal of 

our program, and it is definitely the 

most rewarding part of our rescue 

efforts,” Jody said. 

on The oTher sIde of The CounTry a sImIlar sCene Is playIng 
ouT on The CoasT of florIda Where The Team Is reTurnIng a 
manaTee, The offICIal sTaTe marIne mammal.

“Gina and Norm were the victims of 

boat strikes and required extensive 

treatment and rehabilitation before 

they were ready to be returned,” 

said Brant Gabriel of the SeaWorld 

Orlando Rescue Team. Manatees 

are slow-moving mammals found in 

shallow rivers, estuaries, bays and 

canals. While injuries from boat strikes 

are a common reason for a manatee 

LEFT: seaWorld CollaboraTes WITh anImal resCue professIonals In The Care and 
TreaTmenT of a manaTee needIng assIsTanCe.
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rescue, cold stress, toxic red tides and 

fishing gear entanglements are other 

contributors to wild manatee health 

and wellness. “These are really large 

animals. They can be more than 1,000 

pounds, so rescuing and transporting 

them is literally a very big job. But 

we are proud to help save this iconic 

species” said Brant.  Depending on 

the nature and extent of a manatee’s 

injuries, many need to stay at the 

park’s Rescue Center for several 

months as they are nursed back to 

health. Orphaned manatees may spend 

a few years at the park before they are 

ready to be returned. While manatee 

rehabilitation can be a long and costly 

process, every single animal is critical 

to the population of this endangered 

species. SeaWorld Orlando’s Rescue 

Team rescued 48 manatees in 2020, 

many while the park was closed to 

guests due to COVID-19.  

In the middle of the country 

SeaWorld’s San Antonio Rescue Team 

participated in an entirely different 

sort of marine mammal rehabilitation 

event when they were selected as the 

forever home for Tyonek, a rescued 

beluga whale from the endangered 

Cook Inlet distinct population 

segment. Stranded in Alaska’s Cook 

Inlet as a newborn calf in 2017, 

Tyonek was rescued by the Alaska Sea 

Life Center. A team of marine mammal 

experts from aquariums around the 

country quickly assembled in Alaska 

to participate in the calf’s round-the-

clock care. After months of critical 

treatment, he progressed from being 

severely underweight to a developing 

beluga calf who started achieving 

encouraging milestones. In January 

2018, NOAA Fisheries determined 

Tyonek was non-releasable, and 

ABOVE:  a member of seaWorld’s resCue Team WaTChes over an emaCIaTed sea lIon. 
observaTIon Is The fIrsT sTep In a resCue operaTIon.
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the following month they selected 

SeaWorld San Antonio as the calf’s 

new home, because it was the 

“location best suited for Tyonek to 

thrive.” 

“parTICIpaTIng In The Care and rehabIlITaTIon of Tyonek has 
Truly been The hIghlIghT of my Career,” saId seaWorld san 
anTonIo anImal Care speCIalIsT kaTIe kolodZIej. 

“While the hours were long, and the 

necessary care intense, an amazing 

group of people came together to 

nurse this animal back to health. I 

believe this is the first time a beluga 

whale has been successfully rescued 

and rehabilitated and it’s been such 

a privilege to be part of this.” Today 

Tyonek is thriving alongside the 10 

belugas in SeaWorld’s care, including 

two youngsters about his age. 

SeaWorld’s animal rescue program 

has rescued more than 38,000 

animals in its 60-plus-year history. 

The goal of the program is returning 

healthy, vibrant animals back to 

sea. Sometimes animals are too ill 

and don’t make it. But the work to 

recover these animals enhances our 

understanding of their health, and 

the environmental challenges they 

face. Accordingly, each rescue helps 

biologists and wildlife managers 

make better decisions on behalf 

of the wild populations, enabling 

their conservation. In rare cases 

like Tyonek, the animal is deemed 

non-releasable by a government 

body and finds a long-term home 

at SeaWorld or another accredited 

zoological facility. Whatever the 

outcome, SeaWorld’s team of rescue 

professionals – including veterinarians, 

medical technicians, laboratory and 

water quality specialists, animal care 

and behavior experts, educators and 

others contribute not only to the 

health and wellbeing of the animal, but 

also to the education of the public. 

By telling the stories of these animals 

SeaWorld believes park guests will 

gain a greater understanding of how 

their own behaviors, actions and 

consumer choices affect wild animals 

and wild places; thus, developing new 

and future conservationists every day. 

S U S T A I N A B L E  T O U R I S M

STRENGTHENING 
SUSTAINABLE 
TOURISM IN THE 
EASTERN CARIBBEAN 
FOLLOWING 
COVID-19: 
CHALLENGES, 
SOLUTIONS, AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR POLICYMAKERS
the iCCf group hosted a virtual foruM on sustainable 
tourisM as part of its eastern Caribbean 
prograM

The panelIsTs represenTed varIous seCTors, InCludIng 
governmenTs, TourIsm assoCIaTIons, ThInk Tanks, The fInanCIal 
seCTor, and aCademIa, and used Case sTudIes from saInT luCIa, 
grenada, and domInICa In CommunICaTIng opporTunITIes for The 
regIon as a Whole.
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With moderation by Cletus Springer, 

former Director of the Department 

of Sustainable Development of the 

Organization of American States 

(OAS), the unified message of greater 

integration between sectors related to 

tourism, the importance of involving 

the public and private sectors in 

resilience frameworks and policy-

making, and the need to prioritize 

tourism that enhances the livelihoods 

of local populations was consistent 

across all the presentations.

Specific recommendations were 

made in regards to the incorporation 

of nature-based solutions, disaster 

reduction frameworks, an examination 

of related infrastructure development, 

and leveraging the relative strengths 

and tourist markets of individual 

islands.

Maria Fowell, Tourism Specialist at the Organisation of 

Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), set the tone by outlining the 

three pillars of sustainable tourism and presenting the policy 

interventions recommended by the OECS to ensure that tourism 

improves the quality of life of all citizens, particularly the need for national 

frameworks and policies for tourism development.

Karolin Troubetzkoy, President, Saint Lucia Hotel and Tourism 

Association (SLHTA), Executive Director of Anse Chastanet 

and Jade Mountain Resorts, built upon these frameworks by 

presenting the Saint Lucia perspective on the current status of 

tourism following COVID-19 and encouraging decision-makers to consider energy, 

water, and waste management in tourism policies, as well as to integrate nature-

based solutions (NBS) into policy commitments for multiple linked objectives.

Damian Greaves, PhD, Professor, Saint George’s University, 

ensured that health policy and disaster risk reduction frameworks 

were taken into account, incorporating lessons learned from the 

impact of COVID-19 and Grenada’s response, emphasizing the 

need to reorganize the tourism industry according to the latest standards and rules 

and the realities of environmental change, while also considering the potential for 

tourism to address social and economic inequities.

Colin Piper, CEO of Discover Dominica Tourism Authority, 

presented the “Safe in Nature” policy in Dominica as a positive 

example of how the nation’s unique position as the “nature isle” 

has manifested in a tourism policy that will attract visitors and 

manage their experience to enhance safety and promote the nation’s natural and 

cultural assets, while creating incentives through a certification program for the 

private tourism sector.

Sally Yozell, Director of the Environmental Security Program 

at The Stimson Center, presented the Coastal and Ocean 

Vulnerability Index (CORVI) assessment, a decision-making 

support tool with holistic climate risk assessment for coastal 

cities. The CORVI assessment for Castries, Saint Lucia held important insights for 

the region into policy recommendations to strengthen sustainable tourism, including 

the sector’s diversification and inland development, training and rescaling the labor 

force, waste management, and promoting resilience across key infrastructure.

Richard Peterkin, Partner at Grant Thornton Windward Islands, 

presented the available finance schemes and funding available 

through national governments, CBI schemes, and trust funds 

to support these initiatives for sustainable development. He 

encouraged policymakers to engage with and support the private-sector hospitality 

industry specifically to help them access additional revenue streams so they 

can refinance debt and pandemic losses, and make subsequent investments in 

renewable energy and rehabilitation/restoration of nature areas that are vital to 

their industries.

The ICCf group Thanks ITs eXperT panelIsTs for suCh a 
ComprehensIve and aCTIonable presenTaTIon of The Challenges 
and opporTunITIes for legIslaTors and looks forWard To 
promoTIng naTIonal aCTIon based on The InformaTIon and 
reCommendaTIons.
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T R A N S B O U N D A R Y  C O N S E R V A T I O N

PEACE PARKS 
FOUNDATION:

TRANSFRONTIER CONSERVATION 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA
the iCCf group interviewed its partner peaCe parks whose 
Modeling ConCept is a global one, traCing baCk to the 1930s 
when Canada and the united states of aMeriCa Created the 
aMbitious waterton-glaCier international peaCe park. 

Through ThIs parTner spoTlIghT, We Take a Closer look aT TfCas, a CompellIng 
ConCepT WITh ConClusIve evIdenCe To shoW ThaT Transboundary habITaTs flourIsh 
more Than dIsConneCTed habITaTs, as These areas aCCommodaTe gene pools, WIldlIfe 
movemenT and mIgraTIon, WaTer floW and The propagaTIon of planT speCIes.

ThE ICCF GROUP: Tell us a bIT abouT peaCe parks, ITs mIssIon, 
and ITs vIsIon for The fuTure of WIldlIfe ConservaTIon.

PEACE PARKS:  On 1 February 

1997, Peace Parks Foundation was 

founded by HRH Prince Bernhard of 

the Netherlands, Nelson Mandela 

and Dr Anton Rupert to facilitate 

the establishment of peace parks, 

or transfrontier conservation areas, 

in southern Africa. Twenty years 

on, southern Africa’s peace parks 

incorporate over half of the declared 

conservation estate in the region. At 

over a million square kilometres, they 

rival the combined landmass of France 

and Spain.

The achievements have been thanks 

to the political will of the region’s 

RIGhT: rangers hard aT Work proTeCTIng WIldlIfe In moZambIQue’s lImpopo naTIonal park, 
WhICh lIes WIThIn The greaT lImpopo TransfronTIer ConservaTIon area.
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leaders, the dedication of government 

and private sector entities and 

individuals, and the extraordinary 

and continued support of donors 

worldwide. 

Under the chairmanship of Johann 

Rupert, the aim is to facilitate 

the delivery of fully functional 

transfrontier conservation areas, 

managed in harmony with their 

surrounding communities, to create 

sustainable local, national and regional 

benefit flows.

ThE ICCF GROUP: WhaT do you belIeve are Today's key 
Challenges faCed by governmenTs and loCal CommunITIes 
In CounTrIes Where you operaTe, and WhaT soluTIons Is The 
ConservaTIon CommunITy brIngIng To The eQuaTIon?

PEACE PARKS: 
The Challenge

Peace Parks Foundation was initially 

established with the purpose to serve, 

first and foremost, as a facilitator – 

bringing governments together to 

recognise the value of their shared 

natural assets and jointly managing 

and developing these. This role 

has gradually changed to include 

involvement in the implementation of 

large development aid projects, but 

still very much with macro landscape 

conservation goals at the forefront. 

There was never a focus on challenges 

at micro level such as species 

conservation.

However, in 2008, the first signs 

of a real threat against the peace 

parks concept emerged when rhino 

poaching suddenly spiked in southern 

Africa. This escalation of wildlife 

crime throughout sub-Saharan 

Africa significantly threatened the 

transfrontier conservation area 

concept if not brought under control. 

By the end of 2013, South Africa 

had lost 2671 rhino. Additionally, 

the first signs of elephant poaching, 

which was already rife in many other 

southern African countries, started 

to emerge in the Great Limpopo 

Transfrontier Conservation Area, and 

the Foundation realised that it had to 

join the battle to fight this scourge.

Aside from their critical roles in 

maintaining balanced and sustainable 

ecosystems, these animals serve as 

a major tourist attraction. If three 

of the world-famous Big 5 would no 

longer be found freely roaming Africa’s 

parks, the impact 

would be far-

reaching. Wildlife 

crime destroys 

biodiversity by 
ABOVE: To proTeCT WIldlIfe, rangers In moZambIQue’s mapuTo speCIal reserve 
ensures fenCe lInes are seCure.
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threatening the extinction of critically 

endangered species, it diminishes 

resources as funds that could have 

gone towards conservation or 

community development are now 

spent on anti-poaching efforts, and 

it drains the tourism industry as 

tourists mostly travel to experience 

the magical African bush and do 

not want to enter a militaristic 

environment caused by extreme 

security interventions. All of these 

impact and diminish livelihoods and 

ultimately destabilise the sustainable 

development of the transfrontier 

conservation areas and the protection 

of large ecosystems.

our soluTIons

With the continued growth of the 

middle class in primary consumer 

countries, coupled with increasing 

levels of poverty in Africa, it is 

anticipated that wildlife crime will 

remain one of the biggest threats to 

keystone species and conservation for 

the next decade at least. As wildlife 

crime poses a serious threat to natural 

resources and the communities they 

support, anti-poaching efforts in 

various parks continue to strengthen. 

What we have learnt is that five 

interventions have come to the fore 

as areas most likely to have long-

term impact in counter-poaching and 

counter-trafficking, at scale and at a 

tempo required to stem the current 

tide. Our combating wildlife crime 

programme’s focus is exclusively on 

interventions based on lessons learned 

and experienced gained.

TeChnology InnovaTIon

The utilisation of real-time tracking 

and passive detection solutions of 

both humans and animals, and the 

appropriate systems to communicate 

the information to ensure an 

appropriate and rapid response, 

will act as a significant deterrent to 

poaching activities. The placing of 

sensors on live animals and the use of 

mobile, satellite or radio technology 

to track the movement of rangers 

and animals are rapidly advancing. 

The application of radar technology is 

also showing the first very promising 

results to survey a wide area and 

suppress any poaching activity. The 

integration of sensors and technology 

solutions will create a connected 

environment and provide greater 

situational awareness making it more 

viable to manage large conservation 

estates.

InTellIgenCe-based WIldlIfe CrIme InvesTIgaTIons

The appointment and support of 

special wildlife crime investigators 

within conservation management 

organisations that work in 

collaboration with the formal 

police/detective services have 

had remarkable success, especially 

when comparing the cost of such 

interventions with the traditional 

anti-poaching approach of boots on 

the ground. Targeting the organised 

criminal syndicates, building cases and 

gathering evidence against them, thus 

providing the police with actionable 

intelligence to effect the arrests, is 

an approach that, if handled correctly 

and sensitively by specialist personnel 

with the skill sets to investigate 

wildlife crime as a dedicated discipline, 

has far and wide-reaching positive 

implications to curb poaching 

activities and disrupt wider criminal 

activities.

demand reduCTIon InITIaTIves: aWareness and eduCaTIon

To change public perceptions and 

bring about a change in behaviour 

whereby the consumption of wildlife 

products such as rhino horn, reptiles, 

amphibians, birds, leopard skins 

and lion bone is considered socially 

unacceptable, will still take a long 

time. We do still believe however 

that education and awareness 

initiatives that aim to reduce demand 

as well as elevate the overall level 

of understanding of conservation 

continue to have merit with long-term 

and sustainable 

wins in mind.

CommunITy engagemenT and developmenT

Alongside all of the above-mentioned interventions, 
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community development must 

continue. Not all poachers are driven 

by poverty, but the lack of income 

and access to critical resources most 

definitely exacerbates the extensive 

level of poaching encountered in 

southern Africa. These communities 

have to be empowered to either 

benefit from the sustainable use and 

development of commercial resources 

within the conservation areas, or be 

assisted to find alternative livelihoods 

in line with the fulfilment of their basic 

human rights.

anTI-poaChIng

Through the close collaboration 

between Peace Parks teams, local law 

enforcement and industry partners, 

conservation areas are being secured. 

Anti-poaching teams consist of 

brave men and women who work on 

the ground to protect wildlife from 

poaching. Peace Parks supports these 

efforts through improved mobility 

and aerial support, and infrastructure 

and equipment upgrades. In all areas 

of operation, additional rangers were 

trained and deployed and, working 

with park authorities, additional 

leadership support to local park 

management structures was also put in 

place to improve the strategic planning 

of anti-poaching operations.

A significant practical step was the 

establishment of Forward Operating 

Bases, which are secure sites close 

to an area of operation from which 

strategic planning is executed.

Why Is The Issue of speCIes ConservaTIon In afrICa of 
InTernaTIonal ImporTanCe, and WhaT role Can The unITed 
sTaTes play In supporTIng The mIssIon of peaCe parks and ITs 
parTners?

Peace Parks Foundation recognises 

the importance of conserving and 

developing core areas, corridors 

and keystone species, irrespective 

of political boundaries, to secure 

biodiversity conservation. Every 

single species found on Earth plays 

a critically important role in keeping 

ecosystems healthy and balanced. All 

life, including humans, depends on 

maintained, healthy and functional 

ecosystems for survival. From nature, 

we draw energy, food, medicine, 

water, shelter and even the very air 

we breathe. If we do not restore 

balance, future generations will not 

experience life on Earth as we know 

it today. The COVID-19 pandemic 

was a cold reminder of that fact.

Not only is it essential to recognise 

the importance of conserving 

biodiversity – but it is vital that 

sufficient resources flow to Africa to 

enable it to do so. Thus, raising the 

profile of the region and the urgency 

of the request is critical.

Africa is projected to be the 

continent with the highest population 

– and density – by the turn of the 

century. Thus, protecting large 

landscapes from fragmentation, 

ensuring that the megafauna that 

abounds here is conserved, and that 

the communities dependent upon 

its natural assets are capacitated to 

utilise these resources sustainably is 

paramount.
RIGhT: The rangers In malaWI’s nyIka naTIonal park dedICaTe Themselves To seCurIng 
ITs bIodIversITy by proTeCTIng The naTural resourCes found here.
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C I R C U L A R  E C O N O M I E S

THE BENEFITS OF A 
CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
IN SOUTH AFRICA
on MarCh 10, 2021, the wilderness foundation afriCa in 
ConjunCtion with the iCCf group faCilitated a virtual 
session with MeMbers of parliaMent of south afriCa to 
exaMine the benefits of a CirCular eConoMy in south afriCa. 

professor mark sWIllIng, dIsTInguIshed professor 
of susTaInable developmenT In The sChool of publIC 
leadershIp, unIversITy of sTellenbosCh, served as The 
maIn speaker for ThIs sessIon, sharIng hIs vasT eXperTIse 
on The CIrCular eConomy WITh The honorable members of 
parlIamenT. 

Professor Swilling opened the discussion by providing a global picture and framing 

the meaning of “circular” in this context, which is the extraction of resources from 

the earth and the flow of these resources thereafter.

He presented a report titled “Decoupling Natural Resource Use 

and Environmental Impacts from Economic Growth.” He stated 

that what is at the center of the circular economy framework 

is the idea of decoupling resources and impact, meaning that 



resources required to achieve human wellbeing and increased economic activity do 

not increase at the same rate, and there is a reduction in environmental impact. 

To bring it back to the local context, Prof. Swilling highlighted that in a country 

like South Africa,  where there is a need for economic development, one must look 

at ways to meet material needs and improve human wellbeing but simultaneously 

utilize resources more efficiently. Prof. Swilling was clear that there is a need for 

urgent and concerted action to address the rapid population growth and inefficient 

natural resource use that creates unsustainable pressures on the environment. 

Therefore, as a result of a rising demand for resources, there is greater incentive to 

innovate and utilize resources more efficiently, and that is really what the circular 

economy is.

To open up dIsCussIon, honorable 
general dr. banTu holomIsa eXpressed 
ThaT In order To reduCe The sIlo effeCT 
happenIng aT The governmenT level, 
prof. sWIllIng’s presenTaTIon foCusIng 
on The proper and susTaInable use of 
resourCes should be spread WIdely 
To alloW for furTher undersTandIng 
aCross governmenT agenCIes. 

Honorable Simphiwe Mbatha added to this by stating the circular economy requires 

a collaboration between government, businesses, and consumers. Without the three 

parties working together in the country, South Africa will be left behind. Honorables 

Hannah Winkler and Narend Singh highlighted the role companies and corporations 

within the extractive industry must play in reviewing their business models and 

their processes. 

General Holomisa stated that South Africa can place itself in a better position by 

looking at the detailed policies within conventions on sustainable development and 

biodiversity, which they are signatories to, and implementing best practices that 

allow for better natural resource management. He echoed past comments on the 

importance of collaboration at all levels of government in order for South Africa to 

emerge out of its current situation and embrace the circular economy as a way to 

effectively and efficiently use resources. 

R E G I O N A L  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  B R I E F I N G

DRIVING CONVERSATION AROUND AWARENESS 
RAISING AND STRENGTHENED ENFORCEMENT 
IN THE KAZA TFCA
the iCCf group hosted a virtual regional parliaMentary 
briefing foCused on driving Conversation around ongoing 
efforts to inCrease awareness aMong CoMMunities on 
the value of wildlife and efforts to better strengthen 
investigations and proseCutions in the kavango–ZaMbeZi 
transfrontier Conservation area (kaZa). 

led by hon. WynTer mmoloTsI, Co-ChaIr of The boTsWana ConservaTIon parlIamenTary 
CauCus (boCopaC), and hon. nICkson ChIlangWa, seCreTary of The ZambIa 
parlIamenTary ConservaTIon CauCus (ZpCC), The brIefIng InCluded The parTICIpaTIon 
of parlIamenTarIans and governmenT offICIals from angola, boTsWana, namIbIa, 
ZambIa, and ZImbabWe.

Panelists included Dr. Nyambe Nyambe, Executive Director of the KAZA TFCA 

Secretariat, Mr. Ruud Jansen, Executive Secretary of the Gaborone Declaration 

for Sustainability in Africa, and Mr. Adam Pires, Manager of TRAFFIC’s Combating 

Wildlife Crime in Namibia and Kavango Zambezi Area Project.  

Dr. Nyambe opened the expert panel with an overview of the role that the KAZA 

Secretariat plays in the region and additionally how the Secretariat partners with 

non-governmental organizations and donor organizations to support the TFCA. Mr. 

Jansen spoke about ongoing efforts focused on community-based natural resource 

management and its links to anti-poaching, wildlife management, and maintaining 

and valuing natural capital. Mr. Pires presented on TRAFFIC’s activities across the 

region to support the criminal justice system’s capacity to address the illegal wildlife 

trade.
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aCross The Three presenTaTIons, 
Consensus Could be made for The 
need To buIld CapaCITy To supporT 
polICy and deCIsIon-makIng aCross 
The regIon and To prIorITIZe The 
role CommunITIes musT play as 
sTeWards of naTural CapITal. 

The Members of Parliament were able to 

question the panelists on their respective 

organizations’ active conservation initiatives 

and on the role policymakers can play in 

identifying legislative gaps and to enable 

communities to benefit from conservation 

efforts. 

In addition to increasing awareness among 

communities on the importance of wildlife 

management, Hon. Anthony Kasandwe, Co-

Chair of the ZPCC, commented that, “when 

advocating for the importance of tackling 

wildlife crime cases, efforts applied by 

all parties should be done so in an intra-

departmental ‘top down’ approach, including 

the different spheres of Government.”  

Amplifying the need for collaboration, this 

message was echoed by various Members of 

Parliament who were vocal that an improved 

understanding around the seriousness of 

poaching and transnational wildlife crime 

requires an increased commitment region-wide 

to build in-country capacity at all levels.

I U U  F I S H I N G

MARITIME 
SECURITY AND 
EFFECTIVE 
MONITORING, 
CONTROL, & 
SURVEILLANCE TO 
COMBAT IUU AND 
FOREIGN FISHING 
INCURSION INTO 
INDONESIAN 
WATERS
the indonesian oCeans CauCus (kaukus 
kelautan dpr - ri) held a stakeholder 
briefing on the topiC of MaritiMe seCurity 
and effeCtive Monitoring, Control, & 
surveillanCe to CoMbat iuu and foreign 
fishing inCursion into indonesian waters.
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H.E. Sakti Wahyu Trenggono, Minister of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, delivered 

keynote remarks in support of the discussion. The Minister applauded ICCF and the 

Oceans Caucus for holding a stakeholder briefing on the issue of IUU fishing, as it 

is an issue that  is relevant to Indonesia now, more than ever before. The Minister 

remarked that the time has come to formulate a strategic step, an out-of-the-

box policy, and to leverage Indonesia's strategic geopolitical position, to expand 

Indonesia's maritime industry and build a defense force to secure Indonesia's vast 

and rich marine area.

hon. dr. aZIs syamsuddIn, depuTy speaker for polITICs and seCurITy of The house 
of represenTaTIves, spoke abouT IndonesIa's geographIC area, WhICh funCTIons 
as The global supply ChaIn sysTem and plaCes IndonesIa In an ImporTanT posITIon 
and role as a CenTer of gravITy for The Indo-paCIfIC regIon. Therefore, a synergy 
beTWeen sTakeholders In The formulaTIon of robusT marITIme polICIes In IndonesIa 
Is paramounT as a frameWork In safeguardIng IndonesIan WaTers.

Rear Admiral Yusup, representing the Coordinating Ministry for Political, Legal, 

and Security Affairs, opened the discussion by addressing the issue of overlapping 

regulations and authorities in Indonesian waters. In response to the problems, the 

Coordinating Ministry has formulated two draft Government Regulations (GRs): the 

draft GR on the National Agency for Marine and Coastal Security and Safety and the 

draft GR on the Management of Security, Safety and Law Enforcement in Indonesian 

Waters and Jurisdictions, produced to fill the current policy vacuum while the 

Omnibus Law on Maritime Security–as a higher form of law–is being deliberated.

Vice Admiral Aan Kurnia, Chief of Bakamla, called for all stakeholders to unite in 

formulating a single multi-task agency as a point of coordination to create effective 

maritime security governance. Furthermore, Vice Admiral Aan reiterated the 

importance of asserting Indonesia’s presence in areas at high risk for IUU fishing 

and grey areas, including changing the mindset of fishermen with a maritime-

potential fostering approach. 

Commander Tristan Skousgaard, representing the Royal Australian Navy, discussed 

the Australian Maritime Powers Act (MPA), which was an answer to Australia’s past 

issue of overlapping regulations and institutions in regard to maritime security. 

The MPA supported not only better operational integration between agencies 

and reduced costs to the government, but also greater operational certainty and 

consistency.

G R E E N  R E C O V E R Y

ADDRESSING OPPORTUNITIES TO STRENGTHEN 
SUSTAINABLE FINANCING FOR PROTECTED 
AREAS IN MEXICO
on february 25th, 2021 the MexiCan Conservation 
parliaMentary group held a Congressional workshop to 
address opportunities to enhanCe sustainable finanCing for 
proteCted areas, partiCularly in the Context of “the green 
reCovery.” 

The session was led by Dep. Julieta Macias, Secretary of the Board of Directors for 

the Chamber, and co-hosted by the ICCF Group with the support of the Mexican 

Environmental Policy and Legislation Organization (POLEA) and the Wildlands 

Network Mexican Program. 

Prominent congressional members with backgrounds in finance participated in the 

workshop, including Dep. Patricia Terrazas, President of the Committee on Taxation, 

and Dep. Erasmo González, President of the Committee on the Budget. The event 

included presentations by technical experts from the National Commision of Natural 

Protected Areas, and the panelists addressed the need to diversify funds and 

investments to effectively manage the protected areas and meet 

a variety of environmental, economic, and social goals. 

Concluding the workshop, the legislators committed to present a 

policy framework to address the opportunities identified during 

the session.
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G R E E N  E C O N O M I E S

SIXTEEN 
COLOMBIAN 
AND 
MEXICAN 
LEGISLATORS 
MEET IN 
YUCATAN :
RECOVERING THE GREEN 
ECONOMIES AFTER COVID

WITh The leadershIp of The members of The 
ConservaTIon CauCuses of ColombIa and meXICo, 
The mIssIon on "proTeCTed areas and The jaguar 
ConservaTIon as ICons and means for green reCovery 
In laTIn amerICa" Was CarrIed ouT In The yuCaTan 
penInsula In The sTaTe of QuInTana roo, from marCh 
25 To 27, 2021 

RIGhT: hon. german blanCo, presIdenT of The house 
of represenTaTIves In ColombIa, parTICIpaTIng In The 
InsTallaTIon of Camera Traps To monITor jaguar 
populaTIons In The reserve "el ZapoTal". 
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The mission discussed and exchanged strategies and best practices to advance the 

governance and conservation of protected areas and the biodiversity they host, 

as an axis to promote green recovery in the post-pandemic context in the region 

and, at the same time, comply with biodiversity, climate change and sustainable 

development goals committed to under various national and international 

frameworks.

Field mission participants inlcuded, from the Colombia Conservation Caucus, 

the Speaker of the House of Representatives and Co-President of the Caucus 

HR German Blanco, Senators Fabian Castillo and José David Name, and House 

Representatives Juan David Velez, Felix Chica, Felipe Muñoz, Elizabeth Jay Pang, 

Jorge Mendez, and Juan Carlos Wills. Participants from the Mexican Conservation 

Parliamentary Group included Senators Emilio Álvarez Icaza, Indira Kempis, Ruth 

Lopez and Maria Merced Gonzalez, and deputies Martha Olivia Garcia and Laura 

Guerra.

a Three-day agenda WITh mulTI-seCToral WorkIng groups foCused on susTaInable 
and produCTIve foresT managemenT by CommunITIes, InCludIng The ConservaTIon 
of IConIC speCIes suCh as The jaguar; as Well as The reCovery of CoasTlInes and 

sTraTegIC eCosysTems lIke mangrove foresTs for The reduCTIon of Carbon emIssIons.

a "legIslaTIve deClaraTIon of The yuCaTan penInsula"Was sIgned by all The 
Congressmen, on The relevanCe of proTeCTed areas and The ConservaTIon of 
bIodIversITy as aXes of green reCovery In laTIn amerICa.  

The Congressmen reCognIZed The ImporTanCe of lInkIng 
The healTh of our soCIeTIes To The healTh of eCosysTems, 
The reCovery of bIodIversITy, and The eConomy from a 
green perspeCTIve Where Work WITh naTIve peoples and 
CommunITIes Is essenTIal. They CommITTed Themselves To:

•  PROM OTING  AND M AINSTREAM ING  NATU RE- B AS ED S OLU TIONS  INTO 
LEG IS L ATION; 

•  WORKING  TOG ETHER WITH THE EXECU TIVE B RANCHES  TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE 
IN THE NEG OTIATION PROCESS  OF THE POST- 2020 FRAM EWORK OF THE 
CONVENTION ON B IOLOG ICAL DIVERS ITY; 

•  M AKING  DETAILED ANALYZES  OF THE B U DG ETS  NECESS ARY FOR THE 
ENVIRONM ENTAL S ECTOR,  PARTICU L ARLY PROTECTED AREAS  AND THE 
CONS ER VATION OF OU R NATU RAL CAPITAL; 

•  CONTINU ING  TO WORK TO IM PLEM ENT THE 2030 AG ENDA AND ITS  17 
S USTAINAB LE DEVELOPM ENT G OALS  BY STRENGTHENING  NATIONAL 
LEG IS L ATIVE FRAM EWORKS  AND DEVELOPING  ENAB LING  CONDITIONS  FOR THEIR 
IM PLEM ENTATION;  AND 

•  STRENGTHENING  S OU TH-S OU TH COOPERATION THROU G H THE IM PLEM ENTATION 
OF RELEVANT REG IONAL AG REEM ENTS ,  IN  PARTICU L AR THE JAG UAR 2030 PL AN, 
AS  AN OPPORTU NITY TO ADDRESS  S HARED CHALLENG ES  AND 
M OVE TOWARDS  THE G REEN RECOVERY OF THE REG ION.

The ICCF Yucatan mission contributed to helping legislatures 

to make informed decisions about the conservation of Latin 

America’s natural capital and its sustainable green growth.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear friends and colleagues,

For his vision and tireless work during nearly 

two decades as co-chair of the International 

Conservation Caucus in the United States 

Congress, it is with great appreciation that we wish 

to thank Senator Tom Udall who, 18 years ago, 

co-founded what has today grown into the most 

popular bipartisan caucus on Capitol Hill. From the 

Congo Basin Forest Partnership Act to the Lacey 

Act and the Tropical Forest Conservation Act, 

Senator Udall's nonpartisan leadership saw the 

passing of milestone legislation that was seminal 

in establishing ICCF in Washington, and that also 

catalyzed, on a nationwide scale, the emergence 

of our nation as a leader in international 

conservation.

And although the U.S. Senate loses one of its 

great champions in conservation policy, by the 

same token we welcome Senator Chris Coons to 

the the leadership of the Senate International 

Conservation Caucus. Senator Coons join Senators 

Richard Burr (R-NC), Rob Portman (R-OH), and 

Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) in co-chairing the 

caucus, and we look forward to supporting his 

commitment to take up the torch and further 

advance U.S. leadership on a range of conservation 

issues, from ending illegal wildlife trade to 

restoring and protecting critical habitats at home 

and abroad.

This quarter, we also wish to express our 

appreciation to our co-chairs in Africa, Latin 

America, and the Caribbean, and our partners on 

the ground, with whom we continue to work on 

conservation issues including awareness raising, 

strengthened enforcement, circular economies, 

sustainable tourism, and sustainable financing for 

protected areas among others.

We look forward to an ambitious Spring, and 

thank our friends and partners for their continued 

support.

Sincerely,

John B. Gantt 

President


